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MicgQcirguit caitd in se-ye-sz&l parts 

The present invention relates to tnicrocircuit 
cards precut into a plastic support. 

In the art df microcirctiit cards, also kaovm as 
microchip eards, the size and shapa of the cards are 
generally defined by scandards in widespread use in the 
industry. There ara known in the art in particular che 
ID- 000 format: used mainXy for wipbile telephone Dperator 
subscriber identification cards, known as SIM (Subscriber 
Identification Module) cards or plug- in SIM cards in the 
case of GSM, CDMA and TDMA telephones or USIM (Universal 
Subscriber Identification Module) cards and the ID-i 
format (derived from the ISO standard 7S10> used for bank 
cards and credit cards, for example. 

In theory the fabrication and logistical costs of 
an iD-OOO format card are significantly lower than those 
of an ID-1 format card, In particular because of 
eGonp!t»i<g:S in terms of the plastic material, the area to 
be printed and the transportation and storage voiumc- and 
weight. However, in the case of ID-l format cards, card 
fabrication and personalisation procedures are a mature 
technology utilising reliable itvachines. 

This is one reason why, in the itioMle telephone 
art in particular^ cards are sold in the form of iD-000 
format microcircuit cards precut into an ID-l format card 
body. The user can therefore use his card in a reader 
adapted to read the ID-1 foirmat or detach the ID- 000 
format n^i craciircuit: card from the ID- 1 format card body, 
for exaiTvpie before inserting it into his mobile 
telephone, tt. is therefore increasingly the ease that the: 
ID-1 format card body is in practice merely a simple 
temporary support for the SIM card, 

when the user detaches his sm card from its 
support, the latter is generally thrown away, unless 
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chere is provision for the SIM card to be x-e-integraiied 
into it, although this latter situation is of little 
significance in practice. Thum., although this makes it 
possible to continue to csbtain the benefit of the 
technology developed for format cards, most siM 

cards are currently sold in an ID*1 format suE>port that 
is almost irnrriediately diacarded by the user. 

An object of the invention is to overcome this 
drawback and to increase !:he usefulness of the support. 

The invention consists in a card comprising a 
body v#ith a precut rrdcrocircuit card, characterised in 
that a token is also precut in the body of the card next 
to the microcircuit eard;. 

The fact that a token is pjrecut into the support 
next to a microcircuifc card that is also precut provides 
for a portion of the card body to have some use after 
detaching the raicrocircuit card, independently ox the 
latter, as well as facilitating its detachment since 
pressing the junction area between the microcircuit card 
and the token requires only a modest force. The token niay 
have many applications: it may serve as a badge,, carrying 
data to be read ffiiechanically or magnetically {it can 
therefore carry the same information as a ci-edit card but 
in a smaller format) ^ a promotional gift carrying the 
logo of the qard supplier, for exanple* together with 
helpline nurtJberSr a utilitarian object such as a key fob, 

et G: , 

This token preferably extends from the 
micrccircLiit card to one corner, which helps to maximize 
the area of the token and therefore the area of rhe 
portion of the card body that retains Some utility after 
detaching the microcircuit card. 

Nevertheless, to preserve satisfactory fitiffneas 
of the card in its original configuration, the token 
advantageously extends to only one corner of the card 
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body, meaning thafc there rentaii;©, apart from the 
toiiSrsGiarexjit card and the token, a generally L- shaped 
residual portion that has the maximuni dimensions of the 
card body. There is therefore no risJc of unintentional 
bending of the body as a whole, despite the precut 
tnicroclrcuit card and the precut token. The area of the 
coker: increased if the token is precut bet^A?een the 

raicrocircuic card and the corner at the greatest distance 

To facilitate detachment, the token preferably 
has aides that are at least approximately rectilinear (or 
only slightly curved) . 

To facilitate manufacture ^ the token preferably 
has sides that are at least approximately parallel to 
those of the card body. 

Those sides are advantageoyeXy at least 
approximately aligned with the sides of the rnicroclrcuit 
card,. 

The tnicrocircuit card advantageously has a 
atandardi2;ed format, preferably the SIM (ID-000) foi-mat, 
It is equally advantageous if the card body has some 
other standardized format, preferably the -credit card 
(ID-1 or CR-8Q} forraat. It mxst nevertheless be clearly 
understood that other formats are poaaifc»Ie, for example 
specific to the card providers, to guarantee recognition 
of its product . 

The token may include visual information, for 
example data identifying the. carrier^ a photo, a logo, 
useful addresses or telephone numbers, etc. The i^-isual 
informacion may in particular be printed with ink or 
formed as a raised pattern. 

The token may also include a magnetic strip foj: 
storing informafcioxi, like standard magnetic cards, which 
can provide access to a service or even enable physical 
access in the manner' of a badge, etc 
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To facilicate handling, the token advantagfeously 
includes a member for fixing it to a key- ring or a belt 
loop, for example I thus it prgfrersbiy iTJciudes a hole 
thsraugh which can ba paaeed a key-ring, a clip at the end 
of a chain, etc. This hole is pr<eferably situated in the 
vicinity of the microcircuit card. 

The token is preferably joined to the rennainder 
of the card body by mechanically weakened area® 
consisting of grooves, perf oral ioniS in the material in 
the form of "dashed lines", etc. 

Objects, featiir-3s -jnd advantages oi: the invention 
emerge from the following description given by v/ay of 
illustrative and nonlittiit ing example with reference to 
the appended drawings in which s 

^ * figu^^e 3. is a front vie^ of. @ card of the 
. ■inv'^ntioft, 

- figure 2 is a back view of the card, and 

- f igu.re....3^ is a perspective view of the card. 
Figures 1 to 3 represent a card IQ including a 

microcircuit card 11 in a card body 12. 

The microcircuit card is of an appropriate type 
known in the art, advantageously of the IJD- tJOO format^ 
for exatflple a SiM or USIM card. 

The raiorocircult card is precut. Thus there are 
seen, around the card, two alots 13, which here are 
parallel to the longer .^ides of the card 10, and a 
transverse slot 14. The contour of the micirocircui t card 
11 is completed by lines of mechanical weakening, for 
example grooves . 

Note that the location of the microcircuit card 
1.1 is off-centre with respect to the card 10 because the 
iTdcrocircuit of the small card 11 is at the location it 
would normally have in a real card with the same format 
as the card 10, This ensures compatibility with an lO-i 
card reader before the small card is detached. 
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The njicrocircuit card includes a microcircuit, as 
such and contacts (not shown), this is known in tihe art. 

In the example represented, the card 10 has the 
ID-l or GR-80 format and th« ejicrocircult card 11 has the 
ID- 000 format, which means that well -known prior art 
tfechniquas can be used for fabricating the oard. 

According to the invention, a token IS is also 
precut into the card body next to the microcix-cuit; card. 

As showi, this token extends r-,-; one corner of the 
card body, here the bofcfconi right -hand cornsr 16 (a^u seen 
in figure 1} . Note that in the pz^sent oy.ample the token 
extends only to that corner, and doss not extend to 
:«i'£:her- top -mmm^-^-. 

Xt is in fact preferable to select this comer 
l>ecause it Is the coirner at the greatest distance from 
^th© ■ mi:q3?q<3ircui.fe ■ etastd..- 

The token is next to the irticrocircuit card in the 
sense that a portion of the contour of the boltea #leO: 
constitutes a portion of the contour or the card 11. 

Here the token is of rectangular general shape 
with sides at least approxlraately parallel to those of 
^fche- .eaa?d:- hc^yt -IS.*. 

To be more pjfeci&e, in the present example ^ the 
sides of the token are at least approximately aligned 
lATith the 3 idea of the tnicrocircult card? the top side of 
the token is therefore approximately in line with the top 
side of the card 11 and the left-hand side of the fcoken 
constitutes the right-hand side of the vnicrocircuit cax'd, 
initially running vertically and then ac an angle. 

In the example considered here, the token is a 
magnetic card with characteristics similar to those of 
most magnetic cards known in the art, but having a 
different format- There can therefore ba seen on its 
front face (figure i) a supplier loeo, a nurnber and the 
name and forenames of the holder (this can be printed 
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v/hen personalizing the microcircuit card, as a function 
of information about the holder provided during 
personalisation) . This visual information may be applied 
in ink, thermally or by endsossingf, yielding characters in 
rel±&§,. 

There may also be a photo, for e^xaniple of the 
holder, or a,ny other design. 

On the back of the token {see figure 23 there is 
an area on which the user caa write personal infontiation^ 
for example his signature. There may also be a magnetic 
band (or strip) 18 for magnetic storage of ixiCormation, 
for example on the balance of an account, etc. 

The magnetic band 18 preferably has a length of 
not less than 2.2S inches. Thi3 is known in the art. This 
band in^y be limited to the token but may instead extend 
over the remainder of the oard body. This band in 
practice respects Hi-Lo coercivity criteria. The stored 
information is advantageously cod«4 by compression from 
210 bpi to 2 60 bpi on XATA and 75 bpi to .100 bpl on ABA. 

Bar codes may aleo be printed ort the front or 
back: 0:f: the token. 

rn 3 varLanc that is not shown, the token may 
include a microcircuit instead of the magnetic band. 

The toketi may also be off the contactlese type or 
a radio-frequency identification (RFID) label. 

The tokea advantageously includes u hole 19 
through which a key-ring, clip, etc. rrtay be passed. Here 
this hole ±B in the corner of the tokeii that is nearest 
the microcircuit card. 

CXitside the portion common to the contour of the 
miGrocircuit card, the contour of. the token 15 is defined 
by a mechanically weakened line, preferably consisting of 
: grooves 16. 

When the holder receives^ his card^ it is in 
practice personalised, at least in respect of the 
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microclrcuit card, it is then sufficient to press the 
common portion of the contours of the card and the token 
to separate there virtually instantaneously. 



